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II. 21a:+20y=165. 

77a;-302/=295. 

To eliminate a;. (3 X 21 + 2 x77)?/=3x 165+2x295. v y=5. 

To eliminate y. (Ilx20+3x30)a;=llx 165-3x295. 

This is, substantially, the Determinant method ; but it is derived from the 
ordinary algebraic process by omitting all unessential work. The rule is : The 
difference (sum) of the products containing x (y) is equal to the difference (sum) 
of the numerical products. 



EDITORIALS. 



A few complete sets of Vol. I. and Vol. II. are still left. We will send 
Vol. I. to any address in the United States for $2., and Vol. II. for $2.50. Send 
in your order at once. 

Prof. J. A. Calderhead, of Curry University, Pittsburg. Pennsylvania, sent 
in $3. as his subscription to the Monthly for 1896. We are very thankful for 
the material encouragement the friends of the Monthly are giving it. 

A conference of the American Mathematical Society will convene in room 
35 of Ryerson Physical Laboratory of the University of Chicago, at 10 o'clock, 
Thursday forenoon, December 31, 1896. It is expected that the conference will 
have three or four sessions and will adjourn on Friday, January 1, 1897. Dur- 
ing the sessions of this conference some very important subjects will be discussed. 
Let every one interested in Mathematics attend this conference. 



BOOKS AND PERIODICALS. 



The Elements of Plane Geometry. By Charles A. Hobbs, A. M., Mathe- 
matical Master in the Volkmann School, Boston, Mass. 8vo. Cloth and Leather 
Back, 240 pages. Price, 75 cents. New York : -A. Lovell & Co. 

In this book the author has taken what seems to him to be a middle ground between 
the method of the students' following set demonstrations of a number of propositions and 
that of the students' producing all the argument in the course of a demonstration from or- 
iginal resources. There are 720 original propositions throughout the book besides many 
numerical exercises. The book is worthy the recognition of teachers. B. F. B. 



